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Chapter 1000 meets monthly on the third Tuesday of the month in the USAF Test Pilot School Scobee Auditorium, Edwards AFB, CA at 1700 or 5:00 PM, whichever you prefer.
Any changes of meeting venue will be announced in the newsletter. Offer void where prohibited. Your mileage may vary. Open to military and civilian alike.

This Month’s Meeting:

Dining With The Future of Flight Test
Friday, 16 November 2007

1830 hrs (6:30 PM Civilian Time)
Jim & Jackie Payne’s

Rosamond, CA

Yes, it’s that time of the semester again, when the
Project Police of EAA Chapter 1000 host the visiting
cadets of the USAF Academy Flight Test Techniques
course. As you probably remember, twice a year cadets in
this course come to Test Pilot School to fly the T-38,
collect flight test data, and write a report as the capstone
event of the course. Of course, the highlight of their trip is
getting to eat and hang out with the Project Police.

Due to logistics issues (Houdu’s out of town) we have
changed the venue to the other end of Rosamond Skypark
to the home of JP and Jackie Payne. As long as we’re
making changes, we changed the date and time as well.
Read carefully what it says above.

While not required, an RSVP to the Presiding
Grillmeister Kent “Cobra” Troxel would be appreciated.
Do it soon—wait too long and you’ll be looking for the
train that already left the station. Send your guest list to
kenttroxel@sbcglobal.net or kent.troxel@ngc.com or call
661-947-2647 or 661-886-3740.

This is our official gathering of the month. You’re on
your own on 20 November.

This map is provided for your navigational
convenience - Erbman
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Last Month's Meeting

EAA Chapter 1000
Vintage V-12s
Tehachapi CA
16 October 2007
Gary Aldrich, Presiding

Last month, numerous Project Police Officers braved
the unusually high winds and blowing dirt to make their
way to Vintage V-12s, aka “Allison Wonderland”, in
Tehachapi. While lesser mortals were drawn into mass
conflagrations on Highways 14 and 58, there were no
reports of PPOs unable to make it through. In keeping
with the highest ideals of the Project Police, Vice
Kommandant George “Knife” Gennuso gave up his
chance to see naked engines with their cylinders off to
become the On-Scene Commander (OSC) in Mojave to
sort out the Great Traffic Snarl of 2007. The Minister of
Propaganda Kent “Cobra” Troxel was also on a
classified mission. To fill their spots, we had some visitors
from the Santa Maria EAA Chapter.

Here our host for the night (Mike Nixon’s partner in
the operation, name withheld for security reasons (and

because I don’t remember what it was)) starts by showing us a Merlin
or Allison (they’re actually very similar, and I don’t

remember what this was) undergoing rebuild.



THE LEADING EDGE

PAGE 2

Kommandant Paco and Treasurer Houdu compare the
relative merits of the Allison (left) and Merlin (right)

Dave Vanhoy, John Ready of Santa Maria (and PPO in
training), and an undercover guest join in the

evaluation

One difference shown here is in the splines of the
propeller shaft. The Merlin in the foreground uses a

finer spline than the Allison in the rear. Note also that
the Allison has a propeller governor pad that looks

amazingly similar to that on a Lycoming O-540

To keep the cylinders of both banks lined up, on both
the Allison and Merlin (shown here) corresponding

cylinders shared a common crankpin. To accommodate
this, the connecting rod big ends were of the fork and
blade type. It was also mentioned that the Packard

Merlin engines were typically easier to work on
because the Americans insisted on tight standards and

interchangeable parts. British Merlins tended to be
hand-built with parts filed to fit.

Houdu inspects a built up Allison while Dave Vanhoy
makes one last comparison in the rear

Stormy Weathers and “Mr 310” Irvine compare the
top end differences of the Merlin and Allison. For
instance, both engines use four valves per cylinder.

The Merlin shown here has the camshaft over the plain
cam followers.


